32                 Silver Up to Date.
they are represented to some extent by the notes issued and circulating against them. But even this measure only imposed a temporary check on the decline.
'Agitation was once more stimulated, and the Silver interest in the States made the most of the depressed and continuously declining prices from which the farmers were beginning to suffer, forced home upon them to what a large extent this was due to the depreciation of the white metal, and urged upon them the necessity of rehabilitating silver if they wished to obtain improved prices for their produce. This was no doubt at the bottom of the agitation which was carried on there for several years, which split up both political parties, and assumed a contest of the Eastern against the Western and Southern States. The bait took so well that still greater advantages were held out than even the improvement in the value of their produce. It was urged that if the currency were largely increased by the addition of silver, the fact of so much money circulating throughout the country would still further tend to raise prices, and it was also pointed out that the mortgages and loans due by the farmers to Eastern bankers and capitalists could be discharged on much more favourable terms were silver to be declared legal tender to any amount. The agitation proved so successful that in 1890 the Silver